Authority File Definition File


AU authority file

This definition file relates to the AU authority file contained within  AU_AF_LATEST.zip

Date of production

This AU authority file has been produced as per the date updated on the https://data.gov.au/data/dataset/authority-file-for-ip-australia-patents-collection page.  Alternatively, the maximum Publication Date in the file. 

Publication Dates

This AU authority file contains published documents from 1904 to maximum Publication Date in file.

Publication Numbers

This AU authority file contains all publication numbers from 1904000001 to maximum Publication number in the file.

Document Kind Codes

This AU authority file contains the following document kind codes. 

The following document kinds have been allocated to Australian patent specifications published after 17 December 1998 – earlier document kind codes may use business rules to determine the correct document Kinds:

A1 - OPI Document (standard and petty patent applications)

A2 - Amended OPI Document (standard and petty patent applications)

A4 - Granted/OPI Innovation Patent

A5 - Pre-Grant/OPI Innovation Patent

A6 - Amended After Grant Innovation Patent

A8 - Corrected Document (bibliographic data A1-A5)

A9 - Corrected Document (complete reprint A1-A5)

B1 - Accepted Standard - OPI at Acceptance

B2 - Accepted Standard - previously OPI

B3 - Granted Petty irrespective of whether previously OPI or not

B4 - Certified Innovation Patent (following an A4 or A5 document kind)

B8 - Corrected Document (bibliographic data B1-B4)

B9 - Corrected Document (complete reprint B1-B4)

C1 - Amended after Acceptance/Grant or further amended after Acceptance/Grant of a Standard or Petty Patent and includes all PCT applications that entered the national phase prior to 8 August 2002.

C4 - Amended after Certification or further amended after Certification of an Innovation Patent

C8 - Corrected Document (bibliographic data C1-C4)

C9 - Corrected Document (complete reprint C1-C4)

Data elements


The Authority file has the following data elements:

(a) publication authority (two-letter alphabetic code of the Intellectual Property Office (IPO) publishing the document);

(b) publication number;

(c) kind of document code 

(d) publication date;

(e) publication exception code;

(f) searchable abstract code;

(g) searchable description code; and

(h) searchable claims code

Publication dates are currently missing for most records published prior to 1998. IP Australia is working on rectifying this issue.

IP Australia is providing a single Publication Exception Code of ‘M’ to indicate where the publication documents are missing. This code is otherwise set to null.

The searchable codes (items (f) to (h)) indicate whether document text is available in text searchable format accessible for other International Search Authorities (ISAs)  under Patent Co-operation Treaty (PCT) Minimum documentation requirements. Where the suffix of each code is ‘en’ this indicates the text is available in English language. Where the suffix of each code is ‘N’ this indicates the text is not currently available.

If something is not known, then the field will be left blank – " ". 


Format of authority file

Text Format
Text format (file extension TXT) – to identify the content of data fields , where the elements are separated by commas (preferred), tabs or semicolons and a “Carriage Return and Line Feed” (CRLF character) to represent the end of each record. 
As per WIPO requirements the file does not include a header row. Ordering of fields is as per ‘Data Elements’ above.

Example:
CSV

	AU
	2024267864
	A1
	20251106
	
	ABST-N
	DESC-N
	CLMS-N

	AU
	2020230860
	B2
	20251106
	
	ABST-N
	DESC-N
	CLMS-N



TXT

AU,2024267864,A1,20251106,,ABST-N,DESC-N,CLMS-N<CRLF>
AU,2020230860,B2,20251106,,ABST-N,DESC-N,CLMS-N<CRLF>



File publication format

As IP Australia is able to produce a single file the following rule is applied in naming the authority file:

AU_AF_LATEST.txt The date the file was last updated can be determined from data.gov.au (‘Updated DD/MM/YYYY’) The published file is contained within the AU_AF_LATEST.zip file.

WIPO Standard ST.37

https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/standards/en/pdf/03-37-01.pdf

